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Project Title:  Ellwood Creek Bank Repair (Streambed Alteration Agreement No. 1600-2020-0129-R5) 

Project Location (include county): The project is located where Ellwood Creek runs through 1100 Ellwood 
Canyon Road in the City of Goleta, County of Santa Barbara, State of California.  

Project Description:  The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Streambed Alteration 
Agreement number 1600-2020-0129-R5, pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code to William Pulice. 

The project is to repair a damaged section of streambank along Ellwood Creek. In 2018 storm flows toppled a 
large coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) resulting in a 76-foot-long scour hole along the streambank. To stop the 
erosion from continuing, an initial layer of native rock slope protection (RSP) was placed in a footing trench and 
keyed in for stability, then built up 10 feet high along the 76-foot-wide opening of the bank where erosion occurred. 
This work was stopped when Permittee was informed of the need to submit a notification to CDFW. Additional 
bank protection to protect a remaining oak tree with exposed roots was permitted through Emergency Notification 
#SBA-16142 Ellwood Canyon Ranch Ellwood Creek Repair. To complete the project, Permittee proposes to place 
additional native RSP above of the existing RSP at a 1.5:1 slope to raise the bank another 7.5 feet making the 
height of the bank consistent with the height of the banks at both ends of the scour hole. The remaining void from 
the scour hole will be filled in layers with native soil and native rock. The area immediately behind the RSP will be 
filled with a gravel matrix to act as a gravel filter. The final surface layer of the filled in void will be planted with 
locally native vegetation to further stabilize the creek bank and provide habitat for wildlife in accordance with a 
restoration plan approved by all agencies. In all, approximately 267 tons of native rock will be installed, and 2,469 
cubic yards of native soil will be used as fill. Equipment used to complete this project will include excavators, 
bobcat, dump truck, backhoe, and hand tools during native riparian plant restoration activities. 

Public Agency Approving Project:  CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  Ellwood Canyon Ranch represented by William Pullice   

Exempt Status: 

  Statutory Exemption. State code number 

  Categorical Exemption. Type – Class 33; California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15333 Small 

Habitat Restoration Projects 

Reasons why project is exempt:  This project is less than five acres, will not significantly impact any sensitive 
resources, and will restore and stabilize the streambank using native vegetation and bioengineering techniques to 
reduce or eliminate erosion and sedimentation. 

CDFW Contact Person: Sarah Rains, Environmental Scientist, sarah.rains@wildlife.ca.gov (661) 414-2729    

Signature:          Date:     

Erinn Wilson-Olgin, Environmental Program Manager 
                                                                    
 
Date received for filing at OPR:      
 

To: From:   
Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife 
For U.S. Mail:  South Coast Region 5 

3883 Ruffin Rd.  
San Diego, CA 92123 
Contact: Sarah Rains 
Phone: (661) 414-2729 
sarah.rains@wildlife.ca.gov  

P.O. Box 3044  
Sacramento, CA  95812-3044   

 
Street Address: 

 

1400 Tenth Street  

Sacramento, CA 95814  
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